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THE HEM I SPHERE 


CUBA 

The Massacre 

(See Cover) 

Communique No. 4: 

7 ho invading mercenary aroty which oc- 
n/pii-d Cuban territory jar less than ja 
hoiiK hits been completely crushed. • 

The rex olution has emerged victoriotu 
though paying a high toll in courageous 
lives of fighters who faced the invaders, 
A part of the fnercenaries sought to 
lea-, e the country by sea in a numb^ of 
boats which were stmk by the revolution- 
ar\ air forces. - , 

The remainder of the mercenary forces 
suffered heavy casualties, dispersing in a 
•^iramp area from which no escape is pos- 
sible. 

.( large quantity of arms of American 
maiitilarture were captured, including var- 
ious .Sherman heavy tanks. 

(signed) Fidtl Castro Riut, 
Commander in Chief 

In Culw, the Roman Circus was on. 
K.icliiis Idared the March of the Sierra 
'l ustra, and orators described the heroic 
in:!e in RlowinR detail. On Ha\'ana .street 

■ inn.-r-;. (jroups of prancing militiamen 
M l! their Czech burp guns into the air, 

■ 0 i Jeep- drajHid with hot-eyed youths 
aliened along the avenues, ('ommuni.st- 

roiitiity eorre.s[)ondents were hustled oli to 
;lii 'liell-|K)cked iicachhead to view the 
wreikagc of invasion — U.S. -made mor- 
i it' recoillcss rifles, trucks, machine guns, 
lilies, and medium tanks. A few of the 
joo captured surviyoVs 'were shown on 


TV, while commentators jabbed jubilant 
questions at them. The government an- 
nounced that oh May Day, that day 
sacred .fb Marxists fjjptywhere, Cuba 
would celebrate the bf the “North 

American mercenaries” the greatest 
parade in history, and the youth would 
march side bj’ side with Fidel Castro. 

White House Huddle. In Washington, 
Secretary of SUte Dean Rusk tried to 
put a Ijland face oh tragedy by calling it 
a minor ofxtration by ‘‘a group of cou- 
rageous men who returned to Cuba de- 
termined to do what they could to assist 
the people in establishing freedom in that 
island. The affair did not appear to be a 
full-scale inv.'j.sion," The man nominally in 
charge of tlie battle against Castro, one- 
time Havana Attorney Jos^ Miro Car- 
dona, 58, head of the Revolutionary 
Copneir of anti-Castro exiles in whose 
name the landing was made, flew with the 
council to Washington for three an- 
guished conferences with President Ken- 
nedy. Then (he council issued a statement : 
"The recent landing in Cuba was in fact a 
landing niainly of supplies and supiwrt 
lor iHir p.'itriiits who have l>een fighting in 
Cuba til, i:,,i;ilhs. Regretfully, ui admit 
Iragii fii-r lOioiig a mu.'i'I imliliiig Sune. 

1 hi- iotii liiogi'it '-ov,et i.iiik- .ini"! iiitii- 
)i rv ‘.'.iille I'ciiig atl.jiked tiy KuSM.in 
-Mid ainraU-- a gallantry which .allowed 
a major iioriion of our parl.v to reach 
tlie E.scaniliray Mountains.’’ 

The Castro regime’s tliumpliaMt cock's 
crow of victory, for all |ls exaggerations, 
was closer to the bitter truth. .\t the Bay 


of Pigs, on Cuba's south coast, a force of 
1,300 well-armed, well-trained anti-Castro 
freedom fighters last week launched a 
major camptai^ to rid their homeland of cjyAX 
Communist dictatorship. They were de-^ ^ 
feated within two days by a better-armed, 
better-led enemy, who withstood their 
attack and delivered a crushing coubter- 
blow. The defeat, as all the world sensed, 
was a tragedy not only for Cuba’s exiles’ 

It was a debacle for the U.S. as well. 

Through the offices of the Central Intel- 
ligoKe Agency and the Pentagon, the U.S. 
had done everything to assure success 
short of providing an air cover or sending 
in the Marines. The invaders — all Cubans 
— were trained by the U.S.. supplied by 
the U.S., and dispatched by the U.S. to 
carry out a plan written by U.S. military 
experCs. President Kennedy knew D-day 
in advance, and had approved. 

The Fish Is Red. The ofieration .started 
with a surprise attack by B-:6 light 
bombers on Cuban airports where Russian 
MlG-155 were re[K)rtedly iK-ing uncrated 
and a.ssembled. In the best cloak and 
dagger tradition, to lend credence to a 
cover story that the bombings were by 
pilots defecting from Ca.stru's air force, 
a few .30-caI, bullets were tired into an 
old Cuban B-z6. A pilot took off in the 
erate and landed it at Miami with an en- 
gine needlessly feathered and a cock-and- 
bull stoiy th,at he had attacked the air- 
Ijclds. A reporter noted that dust and un- 
disturlicd grease covered bomb-bay fit- 
tings, electrical connect ian.s to rocket 
mounts were corroded, guns were uncocked 



25 YEAR RE-REVIEW 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/07 : CIA-RDP75-00149R00050026001 1-0 


